
Southern Arizona Wildlife Callers Prairie Dog Silhouette Match 
 

Match:  Match consists of 36 targets/40 shots in two stages of 18 targets/20 shots each.  Stage time limit 
is 15 minutes.  Shooters will be assigned to relays with the first stage of all relays fired before any 
second stages.  Initial matches will have three banks of targets.  A target must be knocked off the 
stand or if it lands on the stand must be off its feet/base to be scored as a hit.  A target nicked or 
turned on the stand and still standing is a miss.  Hitting a target on the wrong bank or hitting more 
targets at any distance than as shown in the course of fire will be scored as misses and count as part of 
the 20 shots per stage.  Multiple target hits on one shot will be scored as one hit and the others are 
alibis.  Shooter may engage targets in any order or distance but is limited to 20 rounds per stage 
including any alibis.  There are two classes, Heavy Varmint (HV) and Light Varmint (LV).  Shooter 
may enter each class or may enter the same class a second time if using a different rifle/handgun.  A 
rifle entered in the LV class may be entered in the HV class.  A rifle fired in the HV class must meet 
LV criteria to be used in the LV class.  Stages are normally fired from the bench but the shooter may 
opt for other recognized positions or use shooting sticks/bipods if desired or handicapped.  Shooter 
must use the same position throughout the relay.  If targets are not available due to no fault of the 
shooter (e.g., not reset, wind, multiple hits on one shot or another shooter firing on the wrong bank), 
continue firing the stage and the Match Director will resolve the alibi.  During an alibi shoot, only 
targets at distances that were not available during the normal stage may be engaged with a one minute 
per target time limit.  Ties to be resolved by 5 shots in 10 minute shootoff stages by class at targets, 
distances and procedures to be determined by the Match Director.  Shootoff stages to continue until 
winner is determined.  Scoring to be done by spotters.  Scoring challenges to be resolved by the 
Match Director.  Match Director may prohibit any weapon or ammunition that is determined to be 
target destructive.  Match targets will not be used for sight in or practice.  All targets will be secured 
in the SAWC storage box after each match.  Match Director may amend match procedures, course of 
fire or criteria as necessary for unique or unforeseen conditions.  Match fees:  $10.00 for first entry, 
$5.00 for second entry. 

 
Targets:  Free standing metallic silhouettes;  Gophers (GO) (4"x2") at 200y, Prairie Dogs (PD) (7"x4") at 

200 and 300 m, and Ground Hogs (GH) (9"x5") at 385 and 500 m. 
 
Course of Fire: 

Heavy Varmint Light Varmint 
Distance Targets 

Per Stage 
Points/ 
Target 

Max. 
Score 

per Stage 

Distance Targets
Per Stage

Points/ 
Target 

Max. 
Score 

per Stage 
200m 4 PD 5 20 200y 5 GO 5 25 
300m 4 PD 10 40 200m 4 PD 10 40 
385m 5 GH 15 75 300m 4 PD 15 60 
500m 5 GH 20 100 385m 5 GH 20 100 
Stage 18  235 Stage 18  225 
Match 36  470 Match 36  450 

 
Safety:  Standing TRC Range Safety Rules are in effect.  Eye and ear protection are mandatory on the 

firing line.  Empty Chamber/Open Bolt Indicator Flags are mandatory for all weapons not cased.  
Refer to the SAWC Match Administration Sheet for safety, target set/reset and transition between 
relay procedures.  Safety violations may result in disqualification from the match. 

 
Class Criteria:  Heavy Varmint:  Any rifle or handgun in any caliber except Magnums (less .222 Rem. 

Mag.).  Any bullet except FMJ or Metal Piercing.  Any scope, overall weight and stock.  No rail guns.  
Light Varmint:  Any rifle of 6mm or smaller caliber with a case capacity less than the .22-250 
Rem./.225 Win. and bullet weights not over 70 grains for 6mm and 63 grains for .224.  Any handgun 
in any caliber and bullet weight except Magnums (less .222 Rem. Mag.).  Any rifle/handgun bullet 
except FMJ or Metal Piercing.  Any scope, overall weight and stock.  No rail guns.  Class intended for 
.222/.223 Rem. size, .22/6mm Bench Rest type and other small case and light bullet cartridges that are 
not competitive at 500 meters.   



Southern Arizona Wildlife Callers Prairie Dog Silhouette Match 
Note:  Any rifle/handgun may be required to shoot a test target to evaluate potential target damage 
prior to match use.                                                                            (Rev 1.5 effective 1 January 2007) 


